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REVIEWS 

Au Japon et en Extreme-Orient. By FELICIEN Challaye. 
Paris, Armand Colin, 1905. — iv, 267 pp. 

Paix Japonaisc. By Louis AUBERT. Paris, Armand Colin, 
1906. — xii, 351 pp. 

La Chine novatrice et gnerriere. By Captain p'OLLONE. Paris, 
Armand Colin, 1906. — viii, 319 pp. 

Le Siam et les Siamois. By E. Lunet DE LAJONQUIERE. 
Paris, Armand Colin, 1906. — 358 pp. 

The Far Eastern Tropics. By ALLEYNE Ireland. Boston and 
New York, Houghton Mifflin & Company, 1905. — vii, 339 pp. 

In what has come to be called " world politics " there are no ques- 
tions of greater interest or importance than those connected with the 
great Chinese empire. Isolated for so many centuries from the rest 
of the political world, and believed by most Europeans to be unwilling, 
if not unable, to make the reforms in her institutions necessary to pre- 
serve her integrity and ensure her progress, she narrowly escaped dis- 
memberment in the last decade of the nineteenth century. She has 
apparently been saved from this unhappy fate by Japan, her great 
Asiatic rival and the first among modern peoples to show her to the 
world in all her weakness. In view of the history of Japan and her 
economic interest in the settlement of the Chinese question, if it may 
be so called, few will believe that Japan has finished her work. It is 
on this account that the books under review, written by Frenchmen, 
who, because of the Asiatic possessions of France , are deeply interested 
in the future of China , can hardly fail to interest the American reader. 
Furthermore, these books, although not apparently written with a com- 
mon purpose, at the same time supplement each other in so remark- 
able a manner that the reader lays them down with a feeling that he 
has almost an expert knowledge of the great Chinese question. 

M. Challaye 's Au Japon, etc., is in the main a record of the im- 
pressions produced upon a more than ordinarily intelligent tourist and 
a cultured and liberal minded man by a short stay in the Far East 
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particularly in Japan. Apparently the most vivid impression which he 
has received is that the Japanese have not really adopted occidental 
culture and civilization. M. Challaye does not mean to be understood, 
when he says this, as agreeing with so many foreigners who have lived 
in Japan, when they say that the Japanese have merely a veneer of 
western civilization ; for he is a great admirer of Japan and things 
Japanese. What he means is that, notwithstanding their proficiency in 
acquiring Western methods, the Japanese have remained distinctly an 
oriental people in their feelings and aspirations, and that they have 
borrowed from Europe and the United States what seemed to them ne- 
cessary, simply with the idea of making themselves so strong as to pre- 
vent the possibility of the " white disaster," as they call it, which has 
overtaken India and other Asiatic countries conquered by Europeans. 

While M. Challaye's work is devoted for the most part to social ai d 
artistic Japan and gives little space to the consideration of political 
questions, these latter questions take up the major part of M. Aubert's 
Paix Japonaist. The first part of this work is devoted to " Japanese 
expansion " and treats in four chapters of the late Russo-Japanese war, 
the relations between Japan and China and the United States and the 
struggle for control of the Pacific. Both M. Challaye and M. Aubert 
believe that Japan intends, so far as in her lies, to preserve the Orient 
for the orientals, and that her immediate end is the reconstruction of 
China in somewhat the same way in which she has reconstructed herself 
during the last fifty years. M. Aubert calls attention to — and borrows 
the title of his book from — a speech of Okuma, in which the phrase 
"a Japanese peace " was employed in somewhat the same way in which 
the ancient world spoke of the pax Romana. While projects so am- 
bitious are apparently out of proportion with Japan's economic resources, 
M. Aubert thinks that long steps have already been taken toward the 
realization of this program, particularly as regards the strengthening of 
the Japanese influence in China. If we may believe what he tells us, 
there are numberless Japanese schools all over China in which Japanese 
teachers and Chinese teachers educated in Japan are imparting the new 
learning to the Chinese, both adults and children, and the Chinese are 
displaying the same thirst for this learning which the Japanese showed 
fifty years ago. And the Japanese are not confining themselves to a 
campaign of education. They are endeavoring to increase their com- 
merce with China in all ways possible ; and it is more than suspected 
that they were the cause of the Chinese boycott on American goods 
which caused such a stir about a year ago. 

The plans which Japan is said to cherish embrace, according to M. 
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Aubert, not only a China of radical reforms but a China militant — an 
idea which is even harder to reconcile with the current European 
notion of the Chinese character. It is with the purpose of disabusing 
the Occident of its present misconceptions of China that Captain 
d'Ollone has written his book, La Chine novatrice et guerri'ere, the 
title of which alone is sufficient to cause one interested in Chinese 
questions to bum with desire to read it. M. d'Ollone devotes his first 
chapter to showing that our conception of a China in which peace has 
reigned from time immemorial is derived from insufficient knowledge. 
China has been really known to Europeans only for two centuries, dur- 
ing which time China has had no occasion to be warlike, because 
almost all parts of the earth that could be of use to her had been sub- 
jected to her influence. From a review of Chinese history M. d'Ollone 
attempts to prove that prior to two centuries ago China was both war- 
like and innovating. Other chapters are devoted to showing that the 
eyes of the present rulers of China have been opened both to the 
dangers confronting the empire as a result of the events of the last few 
years and to the success with which Japan has met and overcome sim- 
ilar dangers ; that China is becoming militant again to save herself ; 
and that in so doing she is finding herself forced to break with past 
traditions. One point upon which M. d'Ollone lays great stress is that 
China, as the ordinary European conceives it, really does not exist. It 
is a geographical expression rather than a political fact. It is a part 
of the world in which various nationalities possessed of different re- 
ligious views have been held together at different periods in their his- 
tory and particularly during the past two hundred years by the loosest 
possible political ties. Still, China is in a sense a country, and the 
Chinese a people ; and since, according to M. d'Ollone's view, the 
history of China and of its people resembles very closely that of other 
countries and peoples with which we are familiar, he believes that China 
has not been, is not and will not be in any way excepted from the laws 
governing the political evolution of other peoples. His conclusion 
therefore is not to judge hastily of China, of which he thinks we know 
very little. "China," he concludes, "is like the rest of the world. 
Let us act in regard to her as we do in regard to other countries. Let 
us study her before we judge her." 

Almost the only other Oriental country, besides Japan and China, 
which has succeeded in preserving its independence against the Euro- 
pean, is Siam. Therefore the description of present conditions in that 
country, as given by Count de Lajonquiere in Le Siam et les Siamois, 
falls into line with the main topic under consideration in this notice. 
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De Lajonquiere's book is indeed for the most part given up to a de- 
scription of a journey taken across country from Bangkok to Rangoon 
in Burmah, and it is therefore of prime interest to the intending 
traveller or to the reader of books of travel ; but it is also of interest to 
us as showing how the ferment of the West is working everywhere 
through the East. In the first chapter, which is given up in large 
degree to a description of political conditions, attention is directed to 
the extent to which western ideas have influenced and are now in- 
fluencing the conduct of affairs in the kingdom. But in Siam as in 
both Japan and China, the oriental seems to be adopting western 
ideas not because he believes them to be superior to his own but be- 
cause he feels that only through the power acquired by means of 
western science will he be able to escape the fate which has befallen 
his brothers in India and in Java. The Orient for the oriental seems 
to be the explanation of all that is being done at the present time by 
the oriental in the Orient. 

While the books, to which attention has already been directed, are 
devoted to a consideration of the methods adopted by the oriental to 
escape European domination, Mr. Ireland's Far Eastern Tropics is 
given up to a study of the methods adopted by the more important 
European nations for the government of those portions of the East 
which have fallen under their sway. The only important countries to 
which no attention is given are Ceylon and the great empire of India, 
which, with the exception of Burmah, is not regarded by Mr. Ireland 
as a part of the far eastern tropics. As regards Burmah, Mr. Ireland 
thinks that it should be transferred from the jurisdiction of the Indian 
government to that of the secretary for the colonies, that its connection 
with India is a positive disadvantage , and that the transfer which he 
proposes would be accompanied by almost the same advantages which 
followed the putting of Ceylon into the position of a " colony." His 
reasons for his view are that Burmah is geographically, racially and 
from the religious point of view a part of the China-Malay rather than 
the Indian group of states. 

Mr. Ireland's purpose in writing the book seems to have been to 
show that, if we may judge from the experience of other European 
nations in the government of their possessions in the Far East, the 
United States has adopted an inexpedient and an improper policy in 
its treatment of the Phillipines. Mr. Ireland complains that our policy 
there is at the same time selfish and idealistic. It is selfish in that, 
notwithstanding the repeated appeals of the Philippine commission, 
Congress has refused to accord to Philippine commerce relief from the 
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burden imposed upon it by our present tariff laws. It is idealistic and 
lacking in common sense in that it bases itself on the idea of the 
brotherhood of man at all times and under all conditions and, with this 
conception in mind, attempts to treat the Filipino as if he were a white 
man with centuries of experience and achievement back of him. Con- 
sequently we are attempting to put the cart before the horse : we are 
trying to improve the intellectual condition of the Filipino before we 
have improved his economic condition. The result is an extremely 
expensive governmental system, which the Filipino, in his present eco- 
nomic condition, finds it difficult to support. So long as this policy is 
pursued, no great hope for the future can be entertained ; since, after 
paying the expenses of the present system, few if any means are avail- 
able for the economic development which the islands so sorely need. 
Mr. Ireland thinks also that our policy is adopted in large measure be- 
cause of our ignorance of what has been done by other nations similarly 
circumstanced ; and he considers it to be remarkable that, in view of 
our success in Cuba, we should have muddled things to such a degree 
in the Philippines. 

Apart, however, from his strictures upon our Philippine policy, Mr. 
Ireland's book is a valuable contribution to the literature of an im- 
portant subject, particularly of the more recent phases of that subject. 
It is accompanied by a statistical appendix, showing the area, popula- 
tion, finances, trade and shipping of the dependencies which are under 
examination in his book, as well as by a bibliographical appendix con- 
taining lists of the most important works upon the subject. A third 
appendix contains a number (eight in all) of tables taken from the 
Philippine census. Mr. Ireland's book is one which no one interested 
in colonial problems can afford to neglect. r- t p ofmN 

Britischer Imperialisms und englischer Freihandel zu Beginn 
des zwanzigsten Jahrhunderts . Von G. von Schulze-Gaevernitz. 
Leipzig, Duncker und Humblot, 1906. — 477 pp. 

In the recent British fiscal controversy many of the most telling argu- 
ments of the fiscal reformers were admittedly derived from the works of 
such German writers as Roscher, Wagner and Schmoller. Those 
members of the reform party who were chiefly interested in the estab- 
lishment of a unified British empire pointed to the example of German 
statesmen who created an empire through the means of a customs 
union ; those whose chief aim was the restoration of the principle of 
protection, compared the wonderful progress of Germany with the 



